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If thi$ can be answered in the affirmative, the days of English rule
are numbered. If India can govern itself, our stay in the country is
no longer called for. All we have to do is to preside over the
construction of the new system and then leave it to work. The
lawyers and schoolmasters and newspaper editors will step into
the vacant place and will conduct affairs with no help from us.
Those who know India best will be the first to recognize the
absurd impracticability of such a change. The educated classes
may find fault with their exclusion from full political rights.
Political privileges they can obtain in the degree in which they
prove themselves deserving of them. But it was by force that
India was won, and it is by force that India must be governed, in
whatever hands the government of the country may be vested If
we were to withdraw, it would be in favour not of the most fluent
tongue, or of the most ready pen, but the strongest arm and the
sharpest sword
The Congress has survived all the onslaughts on it since its
modest beginnings in 1885. It has aroused the political consciousness
of the people to a degree that could never have been anticipated by
the * founding fathers' of the movement. Today, unhappily, many
of those who assisted at its birth and gave it of their best for nearly a
generation have had to withdraw from its councils, leaving the field
largely to politicians determined to brook no obstacles or delay. Is it
too much to hope that the differences within its ranks may some day
be bridged and the Congress emerge once again as an organization
speaking for the vast majority of educated and patriotic Indians? Or,
is the steady growth of Parliamentary institutions going to spell the
gradual fading away of a body brought into existence as an un-
official Parliament of the people and no longer needed under a
system of responsible government? Whatever may happen, the
Indian National Congress will live in our history as the most power-
ful instrument of national regeneration this country has ever known.